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Abstract

This paper reports the purpose and aim of establishing
a sub-major program entitled “Education Program for
Children with Roots in Foreign Countries (EPCR)” led
by the Faculty of Education, Osaka Kyoiku University
(OKU), and the challenges of future efforts.

The sub-major program of the university responds
to various educational issues according to the changing
times. Moreover, it provides students with the
opportunity to learn the basics of the major program in
a field that differs from their specialties or specialized
fields not covered by the major program established
by the university. As the first sub-major program of
OKU, EPCR is open mainly to students in the teacher-
training course. The program was initiated on a trial
basis in fiscal year (FY) 2019 and has been implemented
in earnest since FY2020. The program is expected to
spread across Japan, especially in Osaka, where there
are many children of various national backgrounds.

The mission of the program is to produce teachers

who can respond appropriately to educational issues.

The program offers 20 credits of classes. Four subjects
(8 credits) are dedicated to Japanese language education
(i.e., language acquisition and learning support, Japanese
language education introduction A/B, and Japanese
language teaching material), whereas four subjects
(8 credits) are related to multicultural education (i.e.,
foreign children’s education, world teaching methods
and world textbooks, children’s diversity and education,
and intercultural education). Finally, other internship-
related subjects are equivalent to 4 credits.

The program consists of a well-balanced structure
between Japanese language education and multicultural
education. Three of the subjects, i.e., language
acquisition and learning support, world teaching
methods and world textbooks, and children’s diversity
and education, are newly offered in this program. They
are developed with the cooperation of OKU faculty
members in various major fields, mainly focusing on
subject education.

Internships are conducted mainly at elementary

and junior high schools in Osaka and Yao, where
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many children with foreign roots are enrolled, and at
educational center schools in Osaka for children who
require Japanese language instruction. At the time
of graduation, a certificate of study will be issued to
students who have enrolled in the program and have
taken the prescribed credits. Currently, 23 students are
registered for FY2019, whereas 26 students registered
for FY2020 are enrolled in the program and undertaking

courses.

-168 -





